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ELA has carried out a campaign against the antisocial
policies in the Basque Country

Against
neo-liberalism
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LA has carried out a campaign to denounce
the neo-liberal policies of the Basque Country
administrations from January 7th to February
15th. The aim was to socialise the need for a
change of direction in the areas of health, hou-
sing, social services and fiscal policy among
others.

Events to denounce the situation have been
held in all the regions over a six-week period,
as well as assemblies at many workplaces in
which thousands of workers have participated.
In addition 500,000 informative leaflets have
been produced.

The secretary general, Jose Elorrieta, believes
that the campaign has helped to analyse the
direction of the fiscal policy and the low expen-
diture on social matters and its consequences.
“Investment in healthcare is extremely low,
with the resulting deterioration in services. As

ELA condemns the murder of Isaias

Carrasco

ELA condemns the murder of Isaias Carrasco, former councilor of
the PSOE and member of the trade union UGT. ELA expresses its
sincere condolences to the family of Isaias, to those people closest
to him and also to the Socialist Party and the UGT. In order to
denounce this murder, members of ELA gathered together on
the 10th March in Arrasate, where Isaias Carrasco lived.

ELA urges ETA to definitively renounce their strategy of armed

struggle.
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regards housing, those in power tolerate spe-
culation, and the budgets are ridiculously low.
The deterioration of the education system and
the lack of places at nursery schools are alar-
ming. There are no places available in state
homes for the elderly and the prices at private
homes are prohibitive. The lack of public initia-
tive encourages the private sector to take
advantage and make money. It is the citizens
who lose out, particularly those with a lower
purchasing power”.

The aim of the campaign has been to raise
awareness and so bring about a public policy
more oriented at social issues. “Reducing com-
pany and income tax increases social deficit
and moreover may mean that the budgets are
closed with a huge surplus. It is difficult to find
policies in the European Union that are more
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ultra-liberal”.
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BUSINESS OPENING HOURS

m Against the illegalisation of ANV
and PCTV parties

Several hundred people took part in the demostration on
February 22nd organised by ELA to denounce the illegali-
sation of ANV and PCTV political parties. ELA is opposed
to the law on political parties, a law which curtails the
right to political participation. ELA demands the abolition
of a law which is rejected by the political and social majo-
rity. To eliminate politically the electoral expression of
citizens with rights is unacceptable in a democracy. ELA
believes that it is evident that a solution to the political
conflict can only be found via civil and democratic

means.

COLLECTIVE BARGAINING POLICY

m Satisfaction with Eroski’s decision

not to open on Sundays and public
holidays in 2008

The Eroski group (a hypermarket chain) has changed its
mind and decided not to open its stores on Sundays and
public holidays in 2008. This is a great victory for those
who work in the sector.

Eroski has once more tried to open its stores on Sundays
and public holidays at the cost of the workers. ELA"s
mobilisations have had renewed success, with very high
participation, and have forced Eroski to change its stance.

ELA believes that the mobilisation is the way to continue
working for responsible consumption which respects the
rights of those who work in the sector.

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION

m Five years without Euskaldunon
Egunkaria

On February 20th it was the fifth anniversary of the closu-
re of Euskadunon Egunkaria by order of the Spanish
National Court. To denounce this event and express soli-
darity with those imputed a demostration was held in the
Martin Ugalde Park, where the headquarters of the only
newspaper published wholly in Basque is located. A full
ELA delegation attended, led by the secretary general
Jose Elorrieta.

ANTI-GLOBALISATION

m Another world is possible

Several thousands of people marched the streets of
Bilbao in a demonstration organised by The World Social
Forum on January 26th to protest against neo-liberalism
and claim that another world is possible. A big delega-
tion of ELA attended the march. In addition ELA organi-
sed various mobilisations during the week to call for a fai-
rer society.

COLLECTIVE BARGAINING

m The Telemarketing mobilisations
continue

The immense majority of Telemarketing’s workers are
taking part in the various one-day strikes called in the
sector. The objective of such action is to get the emplo-
yers to sit down and negotiate an agreement for the
Basque Country, due to the poor wage and labour condi-
tions in this sector.

This sector employs more than 3,000 people in the
Basque Country, around 95% of whom are women.
Wages are little over 800 euros per month and the wor-
king week is 39 hours a week, including weekends and
public holidays. The turnover of workers is fairly high,
which is typical of the more precarious sectors, and many
young people work in this sector.

The Spanish labour agreement is applied in the case of
female employees in the Basque Country, and this agree-
ment makes it impossible to obtain decent working con-
ditions for them.

SOCIAL POLICY

m Thousands of people for a fairer
society

The information and denunciation campaigns on the
anti-social nature of public policy ended on February
15th in Bilbao. Firstly a meeting was held at the La Casilla
pavilion in which 6,000 ELA militants called for a radical
change in the neo-liberal orientation of public policy of
the administrations in the Basque Country. Afterwards a
noisy, colourful, slogan-filled demonstration which critici-
sed both employers and the administrations marched
through the main streets in Bilbao. This was a good way
to close a campaign, in which ELA has put all its efforts.
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Deiane Arrieta, in charge of gender policy

“A change of
mentality is needed”

The demands of ELA on

March 8th, International
Women’s Day, will concen-
trate on the need to com-
bine work, family and a
personal life. It is a pro-
blem that affects thou-
sands of women that suf-
fer from both job insecu-
rity and a lack of basic
social services.

-Why has the topic of
combining of work, family
and personal life been cho-
sen?

-It is a subject of great
importance and affects many
in society. For example, many
plans have been passed in
recent months relating to this
subject. Although ELA believes
these plans to be insufficient, it
is indicative of the importance
of this subject. More and more
people are beginning to realise
that it is women who have to
take on almost everything rela-
ted to combining these three
areas.

-ELA is critical of the
assistance plans that have
been passed. Why?

-The assistance is almost
exclusively in the form of finan-

cial help, for example, social
security benefits, help for
having children etc. However
this financial help is very limi-
ted. What good is 400 euros if
you cannot find a state nursery
school near where you live?
Money does not solve the pro-
blem.

-What does ELA propo-
se?

-We are calling for real help;
quality public services which
are free. In addition a change
of mentality is needed. We are
in 2008 but still the woman
does 80% of the housework.
Women are still discriminated
against and suffer job insecurity
to a much greater extent than
men. In most cases it is women
who have worse working con-
ditions, and who have to fit
their professional career around
looking after dependents.

-The demands are very
closely related to the cam-
paign on social model.

-We criticise the fact that all
the programmes on this aspect
are no more than a small finan-
cial help. It is essential to high-
light the importance of fighting
for a different type of society,
one which provides free, qua-
lity public services.

Life expectancy increases
and there are more people
who, logically, need looking
after. The little help that exists
is based on having the depen-
dents at home. There are neit-
her homes for the elderly nor
day centres. Those that do
exist are few and far between
and moreover they are private,
so most people cannot afford
them. Again we ask ourselves
the obvious question: Who is it
that looks after the depen-
dents? Well, in most cases it is
the woman.
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Julene Gabiola, ELA studies office

“We do not like the social
model that is being built”

¥

ulene Gabiola, a member of the
ELA Research Group explains
the main elements of ELA’s cam-

paign for a fairer society.

-{What are the keys to ELA’s cam-
paign?

-Firstly, | would like to highlight the
internal aspect. We have been wor-
king hard to share with our mem-
bers our conclusions on the social
model that is being built in Hego
Euskal Herria. The reflections, com-
parisons and debate have been very
valuable and reaffirm our position.
We have sensed great accord with
our members. Secondly, we have
strived to socialise our message so it
reaches society. All this has also
shown us that we must continue so
that our messages reach a wider
audience.

—In terms of content, what has
been the aim of the campaign?

-We wanted to condemn the anti-
social policies that the political

The conditions exist
for a fairer social
model.

o

heads of our administrations have
been implementing. It is unaccepta-
ble that we are way behind the rest
of the European Union in terms of
fiscal pressure and social spending.
Thus, the balance of the manage-
ment of the instruments of self-
government such as the Economic
Agreements are very disappointing
as they are not used for social policy
or to cover the needs of the people.

-You do not like the social model
that is being built, Why not?

—The various decisions that have
been taken are only to benefit the
employers and the wealthy, so igno-
ring social needs which are increa-
sing. The tax policy is the first exam-
ple of this clear neo-liberal leaning.
They cut taxes for the hig-
her income groups as well
as for businesses. It is unac-
ceptable that almost half
the companies do not pay
business tax claiming zero
profits or losses. This illus-
trates the huge amount of
tax fraud that exists and the
total lack of interest in put-
ting a stop to it. If to this
we add the fact that bud-
gets in recent years have
closed with huge surpluses,
the picture is dismal.

—Meanwhile social needs
are increasing....

—That is right. In terms of
the percentage of GDB
spent on Health or
Education for example, we
are again way behind
Europe. As far as social ser-
vices for dependents are
concerned co-payment and
privatisation are increasingly
common, and there is also a
similar trend in Health and
Education. Apart from these
two vital areas, the lack of a
housing policy, lack of con-
trol in terms of prevention
and occupational health
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and the lack of commitment in envi-
ronmental policies are part and par-
cel of this neo-liberalism.

-There seem to be many reasons
to condemn the policy.

—Of course there are. To close the
campaign, the rally held on
February 15th in Bilbao, which thou-
sands of delegates attended clearly
showed the people’s dissatisfaction
and their desire to fight to change
the situation. In addition to con-
demning the situation, we want to
pressurise the administrations so
that they change their policies. All
the conditions exist to create a fairer
social model and we are going to
continue this fight.
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Photo of the closing ceremony

of the campaign against neo-liberal policies.

ELA/STV Euskal Langileen Alkartasuna / Solidarity of Basque Workers
Barrainkua 13. E-48009 Bilbao (Basque Country)
Fax: +34 944 03 77 77.
E-mail: nazioarte@elasind.org

Telf: +34 944 03 77 00.
Web site: www.ela-sindikatua.org




